St. Joseph County Health Department

“Promoting physical and mental health and facilitating the prevention of
disease, injury, and disability for all St1. Joseph County residents”

APPLICATION TO DEFER CONNECTION TO THE GRANGER SEWER SYSTEM

Some of the businesses to be served by the Granger Sewer System have septic systems that are in failure or are not
suited for the structure(s) they currently serve. To protect our drinking water supplies from contamination and ensure
compliance with Federal, State, and County laws, the St. Joseph County Water and Sewer Board and the St. Joseph
County Health Department will require that anyone who defers connection to have a properly operating septic system.
Property owners who wish to defer connection shall obtain a determination from the Health Department that .thelr septic

system is fully functional and substantially suitable for its current use.

Septic System Functionality and Suitability Criteria

If any of the following conditions exist, the Health Department will not issue a determination that the septic system is

fully functional and substantially suitable for its current use:

1.

The system refuses to accept sewage at the rate of design application thereby interfering with the normal use of
plumbing fixtures;

The system requires frequent pumping because the absorption area is not accepting effluent at the design rate;
Effluent discharge exceeds the absorptive capacity of the soil, resulting in ponding, seepage, or other discharge

of effluent to the ground surface or to surface waters;
Effluent released from the system causes contamination of a potable water supply, groundwater, or surface

water, or
The Health Department determines that the system is substantially unsuited for lhe structure(s) it serves. The

following systems shall be determined to be unsuited for their current use:

a. Systems that have a absorption area that consists of a drywell(s);

b. Systems that have a absorption area that is 50% or Jess of the size required by current State Code;
Systems that were installed without a permit and final inspection by the Health Department unless the
owner can prove to the Health Department that the system meets all current requirements for its current
use (a comprehensive inspection shall be required at the owners expense);

d. Systems where the distance between the septic system and potable water well is less than State and
County standard and considered a substantial risk to public health; and
Other systems when the Health Department determines it is reasonable and necessary to require

connection to the Granger Sewer System when it becomes available.

C.

Process for Obtaining the Health Department Determination

To obtain the determination identified above the owner shall:

1.

Contract, at their expense, with a septic inspector licensed by the Health Department (list attached) to perform
an inspection according to the Health Department’s procedures. The inspection shall be documented on the

attached form. Certain information must be provided by business owner.

Submit the form to the Health Department for evaluation at the following address.
Environmental Health Division Phone (574) 235-9721
227 West Jefferson Blvd. Fax (574) 235-9497

County-City Bidg. 9" floor

South Bend, IN 46601-1870
The Health Department will provide their determination to the Water and Sewer District and the property owner.

Submit a letter requesting to defer connection along with the Health Department determination to the Water and

Sewer District.
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St. Joseph County Health Department

“Promoting physical and memal health and facilitating the prevention of
disease, injury, and disability for all St. Joseph County residents”

SEPTIC SYSTEM INSPECTION REPORT
FOR DEFERRING CONNECTION TO THE GRANGER SEWER SYSTEM

Date of inspection;

Address inspected:

INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED BY NON-RESIDENTIAL OWNER

Name of establishment:
Establishment type(s):

Maximum number of onsite workers: persons
Number of times the septic tank (not grease trap) has been pumped in the last year: times
Additional information may be required.
INSPECTION RESULTS
The inspection shall be performed during times of normal use.
a. Tank is not structurally sound or sufficiently level to operate effectively. Yes No
b. The tank shows signs of excessive staining and scum buildup above the invert of the outlet pipe. Yes No
c. There is evidence that effluent has been on top of the tank or on the ground. Yes No
d. Effluent does not flow freely out of the tank when water is placed into the tank.’ Yes No
e. More than a very minor amount of runback occurs when water is placed into the tank.’ Yes No
f. Probing or coring the absorption area shows high liquid levels or excessive biomat formation. Yes No
g. The system discharges to a stream, tile, ditch, conveyance, or the surface to dispose of waste. Yes No
h.  The absorption area consists of a drywell(s). Yes No
i Probing the absorption area indicates the system is not the same system as included on permit. Yes No
J. Distance to nearest water supply well. feet
'To determine items d and e above, 70 gallons of water must be put into a non-residential tank.

SKETCH OR DRAWING
The inspector shall attach a copy of the most recent approved septic permit drawing from the Health Department. If no
drawing exists or if conditions in the field differ from the approved drawing, the inspector shall attach a neatly drawn
sketch of the septic system showing distances from the nearest structures, property boundaries, and water wells.

SIGNATURE OF INSPECTOR
I hereby certify that I have thoroughly inspected the system in accordance with the items listed above and the results

presented are accurate to the best of my ability.

Signature of Licensed Inspector Company Represented Date

HEALTH DEPARTMENT DETERMINATION
Date of Health Department approval of installation of the original septic system for the property:

The current data indicates the system is fully functional and substantially suitable for its current use. Yes No

Environmental Health Director Date



