
MINUTES OF THE

SPECIAL MEETING

OF THE

ST. JOSEP H COUN TY CO UNCIL

October 27, 2009

The special meeting of the St. Joseph County Council was called to order at 5:35 p.m., on October 27, 2009, by the

President, Rafael Morton, in the Council Chambers, fourth floor, County-City Building, South Bend, Indiana.

Members in attendance:

Mr. Mark Catanzarite Mr. Corey D. Noland

Mr. Dale DeVo n Mr. Mark Root

Mr. Michael J. Hamann Mr. Dennis R. Schafer

Mr. Michael J. Kruk Mr. Heath O. Weaver

Mr. Rafael Morton

Present from the Auditor’s office was Mr. Peter H. Mullen, Auditor and Ms. Cynthia Bodle, Chief Deputy Auditor.

Council staff p resent were M r. Michae l A. Tripp el, Attorney an d Ms. Jo an M. P awlowski, E xecutive Se cretary.

Public Hearing:

BILL NO. 85-09:  AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND FIXING THE NUMBERS OF

EMPLO YEES O F ST . JOSEP H COUN TY, INDIA NA FOR T HE YEA R 2010. - Assigned to the Budget and

Administration Committee

BILL NO. 86-09:  AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING MONEYS FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING

THE EXPENSE S OF TH E SEVERAL DE PARTMENT S O F THE COUNT Y GOVERNM ENT OF                   

ST. JOSEPH COUNTY, INDIANA, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2010, AND ENDING

DECEMBER 31, 2010, INCLUDING ALL OUTSTANDING CLAIMS AND OBLIGATIONS, AND FIXING

A TIME W  HEN TH  E SAME SHA LL TAKE EFFE CT. - Assigned to the Budget and Administration Committee

BILL NO. 87-09:  AN ORDINANCE LEVYING TAXES AND FIXING THE RATE OF TAXATION FOR

THE PURPOSE OF RAISING REVENUE TO MEET  TH E NECESSARY EXPENSE FOR THE FISCAL

YEAR EN DING D ECEM BER 31, 200 9, FOR TH  E COUN T Y OF ST . JOSEPH, IND IANA - Assigned to the

Budget and Administration Committee 

The Clerk stated that the am endment to Bill No . 86-09 was that the fund bud gets amounts are as follows:

County General Fund $63,618,356.00

Motor Vehicle Highway Fund $5,499,845.00

County Health Fund $2,169,562.00

County Park & Recreation Fund $1,449,613.00

Cumulative Property Reassessment Fund $1,799,950.00

County Bond and Interest Fund $4,684,500.00

Major Cumulative Bridge Fund $2,100,000.00

Cumulative Bridge Fund $1,500,000.00

Cumulative Capital Development Fund $1,890,000.00

Portage Manor Fund $2,400,527.00

Airport Authority Gene ral, Airport Cumulative B uilding and Airport B ond Funds were  cast by their bodies.

Mr. DeVon welcomed Mike Hamann to the Council.  He replaced Randy Przybysz representing District A.

Motion to amend was made by M r. Catanzarite and seconded by Mr. DeVon.

The motion passed by a voice vote; 9-0.  No negatives were heard.

The Clerk read  the entire Bill No. 87-09  with the amendments as follows:

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY, INDIANA, THAT:

There shall be levied upon each One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars valuation of taxable property of the County of

St. Joseph, Indiana, for the year 2009, to be collected in the year 2010, the following:

For CO UNT Y GE NER AL FU ND, the su m of .538 7 dollars o n each one  hundred  dollars of T axable P roperty,

included herein is .022 cents per hundred dollars of taxable prop erty for the Commun ity Mental Hea lth

Center, per I.C. 6-1.1-18.5-10.

For M OTO R VEH ICLE H IGHW AY FU ND, the su m of -0- dolla rs on each o ne hundre d dollars o f Taxab le

Prope rty.

For CO UNT Y HE ALTH  FUND  , the sum of .01 35 dollar s on each o ne hundre d dollars o  f Taxable  Proper ty.  

        

For CO UNT Y PAR K AN D REC REAT ION, the  sum of .020 3 dollars o n each one  hundred  dollars of T axable

Prope rty.
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For CUMULATIVE PRO PERTY REASSESSM ENT, the sum of .0120 dollars on each one hundred dollars of

Taxab le Prope rty.

For COUNTY  BOND AN D INTEREST , the sum of .0551 dollars o n each one hundred dollars of Taxable 

Prope rty.

For MAJOR CUMULAT IVE BRIDGE FUND, the sum of .0221 dollars on each one hundred dollars of

Taxab le Prope rty.

For CU MUL ATIV E BR IDGE  FUND  , the sum of .01 03 dollar  s on each o  ne hundre d dollars o  f Taxable

Prope rty.

For CUMULA TIVE CAPITA L DEVELOP MENT  FUND, the sum of .0221 dollars on each one hundred

dollars of T axable P roperty.

For PO RTA GE M ANO R FUN D, the sum o f -0- dollars on e ach one hu ndred d ollars of Ta xable Pro perty.

For AIR POR T AU THO RITY  GEN ERAL , the sum of .02 94 dollar  s on each o  ne hundre d dollars o  f Taxable

Prope rty.

For AIRPORT CUMULAT IVE BUILDING FUND, the sum of .0039 dollars on each one hundred dollars of

Taxab le Prope rty.

For AIR POR T BO  ND FU ND, the su m of .007 8 dollars o n each one  hundred  dollars of T axable P roperty.

Motion to amend was made by Mr. Kruk and seconded by Mr. Noland.

The motion passed by a voice vote; 9-0.  No negatives were heard.

Bill No. 8 5-09, 86 -09 and 8 7-09 rece ived a pub lic hearing on  August 25 , 2009.  T hese bills com e without a

recommendation.

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 85-09  was made  by Mr. K ruk and sec onded b y Mr. Ha mann.  

Mr. DeVon stated that he felt that the Council needs to support the Department Heads and apologize to them for the

process that this budget went through.  It was a long drawn out process and it became very political.  He wished the

process did not go the way it did.  If maybe the Council had gone through these steps before raising the Local Option

Income Tax to know exactly where the County stands.  There was very little effort in the beginning to find out where

the County stood with regard to revenues and expenses, cutting County Government.  He hoped that this does not

happen next year.  He hoped that the Council will go through this process with each Department Head, line item by

line item without micro-managing their departments for them.  He also commented that the Chaplain has been put

back in the Sheriff’s budget.  He wanted it to be stated for the record that this is only for six (6) months.  He was

going to wo rk for it to be ther e for the entire ye ar.  

Bill No. 8 5-09 pa ssed to-wit; 7-2  (Schafer, R oot)

Motion to pass Bill No. 86-09 was made by M r. Catanzarite and seconded by Mr. Kruk.

Bill No. 8 6-09 pa ssed as ame nded, 7-2  (Schafer, R oot)

Motion to pass Bill No. 87-09 was made by M r. Noland and seconded by Mr. K ruk.

Mr. Schafer stated that if any Dep artment Head wa nted to speak to him he ha d a long list of items.

Bill No. 8 7-09 pa ssed as ame nded, 7-2  (Schafer, R oot)

Other B usiness:

Peter J. Nemeth, Judge Juvenile and Probate Court, extended his thanks and appreciation to all the members of the

Council for  their efforts on the  budget, pa rticularly Coun cilman Kr uk in helping e voking a co mprom ise on the co urts

budget. 

Motion to adjourn was heard at 5:47 p.m.

_________________________  ______________________________

Auditor, S t. Joseph C ounty  Presiden t, St. Joseph C ounty Cou ncil

-062-




